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May we introduce … 
The Laningas and Gabors 

Debbie and Ed Laninga, featured in our Life Link cover story, are serving with 
MAF in Papua New Guinea on New Guinea Island, where Debbie co-pilots a de 
Havilland Canada DHC-6 Twin Otter and Ed has obtained visa approval to serve  
as a manager with MAF. 

Debbie was born in Edmonton, Alberta, and accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour 
while in high school. Ed was born in Burnaby, British Columbia, and grew up in a 
Christian home in nearby Surrey. The two met at Trinity Western University where 
Debbie was enrolled in aviation and Ed studied communications. While Debbie 
earned her commercial pilot’s licence with multi-instrument flight and instructor 
ratings, Ed accepted employment with Greyhound Bus Lines where he continued to 
work for six years. They were married in 1993. 

After his years at Greyhound, Ed worked in the oil industry, handling purchasing, 
logistics, marketing and sales coordination. Debbie meanwhile instructed at several 
flight schools and also flew a King Air aircraft for a scheduled airline. 

Paul and Marina Gabor are preparing for ministry in Papua New Guinea. Paul 
was born in Kitchener, Ontario, and grew up in a Christian family on a farm near 
Cambridge, Ontario. In his teens, he designed radio-controlled camera aircraft, 
and began flight training at the local airport. In 2000, he moved to Alberta and the 
following year, he earned his commercial pilot’s licence, with multi-instrument flight 
and floatplane ratings. While building flight hours, he worked in heavy construction 
for three years, operating large bulldozers and back hoes for road and water projects. 

Marina was born in Steinbach, Manitoba, and grew up in High River, Alberta.  
Also raised in a Christian home, she accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour during high 
school and thereafter attended Mount Carmel Bible School in Edmonton. She learned 
sign language for a year at Grant MacEwan College and then served in Thailand 
for two years, where she taught Grade 4 at a Christian school. She has also trained 
as an emergency medical technician for ambulance services, and has completed a 
missionary medical intensive course. While Marina was in Thailand, her parents 
rented a room in their home to Paul, who was attending their church. They eventually 
met and became friends, and they were married in 2003. Sarah was born in 2004, 
Julia in 2006, and a third child is due in a few months.

The Laningas … Ed and Debbie with an 
MAF Cessna 206.

To contribute to the Laningas’ 
or Gabors’ projects in PNG, or 
to receive their quarterly prayer 
letters, please indicate your 
interest on the response card 
included with your Life Link.

In Papua New Guinea … Local people 
gather as visitors arrive by MAF aircraft.

The Gabors … Paul and Marina with 
Sarah and Julia. 



Notes from supporters 

“Life Link is so informative that it 
encourages folks to give to keep the 
planes flying.”
North York, Ontario
 
“We thank you for all the help  
you give to our missionaries on  
the field.” 
Burlington, Ontario
 
“May the Lord bless your endeavours 
as you do His work His way.”
Cranford, Alberta
 
“Your bulletins are really informative 
and enjoyable, hearing what is going 
on in our world.”
Stayner, Ontario

“One of my children has had the 
desire to become a missionary  
pilot for over five years. He loves 
your newsletters.”
Richards Landing, Ontario
 
“You are very precious to the Lord.  
He will protect and bless you for 
answering His call.”
Ottawa, Ontario
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Flight takes Toronto preacher into Sudan
WAU, Sudan – MAF provided a cross-border flight from Uganda into the southern Sudanese town of Wau last October for Dr. Charles Price of Toronto’s Peoples Church. “On final approach to land, we could see various old Russian aircraft lying in ruins next to the runway. This part of Sudan still bears the scars of war,” reports pilot Mike Bundy. Dr. Price, known for his television program Living Truth broadcast in Canada, Uganda, India, the UK and Europe, preached about the Apostle Paul’s prison ministry, while translators relayed the message in Dinka and Arabic. A Sudanese church leader shared that during the civil war, 67 churches in his region were destroyed. He himself was imprisoned for four years, while many in his congregation also suffered periods of imprisonment because of their faith. 

Bird flu survey in Papua New Guinea  

MOUNT HAGEN, Papua New Guinea – MAF is playing a strategic role in helping authorities keep a close eye on the threat of avian influenza, or bird flu, along the border between Papua New Guinea and Indonesia’s Papua province. Two MAF aircraft – a de Havilland Canada DHC-6 Twin Otter and a Gippsland Aeronautics GA8 Airvan – have been used to fly an inspection team assessing the disease. The project is funded by AusAID, the Australian government’s overseas aid program, and its first phase continues until this August.“The more our team moves around the remote parts of PNG, the more we realize that MAF is providing a valuable link for these isolated communities,” comments Australian veterinarian Matt Bell, the inspection team leader. He notes that bird flu has not yet been found in PNG.

Background photo … An MAF Twin Otter lands on a grass 

airstrip in Papua New Guinea.



In this edition of Money Matters, we’ll focus on Estate Planning and 
Bequests for registered charities. 

Estate Planning
 
There are several reasons why almost everyone should make a Will. 

For some, a Will is their last opportunity to express their Christian 
beliefs and values in a practical way, by ensuring that their 
accumulated wealth or material possessions will be distributed 
according to their wishes. 

For others, it’s the knowledge that a Will can minimize their tax 
liability and maximize the amount which goes to their family and 
favourite charities upon their death.

But for many, making a Will leaves them with the assurance that their 
beneficiaries will not be left with potentially expensive and exhausting 
legal issues which could arise if they do not make a Will.

How can a Will help to minimize your tax liabilities? 
A Charitable Bequest made to MAF (or any other registered charity 
of your choice) can significantly reduce the tax paid by your estate. 
When you make a donation through your Will, significant tax credits 
are available in the year of your death. Additionally, if the amount of 
your bequest exceeds your income for that year, credit for the excess 
can be applied to previous tax years.

How can a Bequest help MAF?
Gifts Willed to Mission Aviation Fellowship help to bring long-
term practical help to the poorest people in our world, by ensuring 
that aircraft are ready to meet their spiritual and physical needs. 
Donations in Wills are vital to the future of MAF. In fact, without 
gifts willed to MAF in the past, we wouldn’t be able to carry out 
much of the work we do today. 

What could happen if you don’t leave a Will?
If you die without a Will, the courts will decide how your estate will 
be divided among your family members. This could leave out loved 
ones, cause delays, and create a tax bill that’s higher than necessary. 
Depending on the size of your estate, your spouse may not be provided for in 
the way you wish or expect, and there would certainly be no provision for 
your church, your friends or your favourite charities.

The reasons for making a Will 
are different for everyone. 
To help you consider yours, 
complete the enclosed 
questionnaire, or visit www.
mafc.org and click on 
Planned Giving. 

When you’re done, please 
drop the questionnaire in 
the mail. The questionnaire 
is completely anonymous, 
and will help us improve our 
Planned Giving program.

Matters
Money

To receive your FREE MAF 
Guide to Effective Giving, 
check the appropriate box on 
the card enclosed and send 
it to us in the postage-paid 
envelope provided, or call us 
toll-free at 1-877-351-9344.

What would it feel like to lay your head 
on your pillow at night and say, "You 
know what I did today? I teamed up 
with God to change the world."

- Bill Hybels,
 The Volunteer Revolution

Do you want to be involved in world missions while still living in 
Canada? MAF is looking for those who want to team up with God to 
change the world. 
	

As an MAF Church Representative:
By representing MAF in your local church, you’ll become the vital 
link between the leadership and congregation of your home church, 
and the work that our missionary families are involved in overseas. 

As an MAF Area Representative:
By taking an expanded leadership role in your local community, 
you’ll be involved in presenting the important ministry of MAF to 
churches, flying clubs, missions groups and others. As an MAF Area 
Rep, you’ll help to share about our work overseas, our people in the 
field, and the need to pray, give, and go!

Want to team up with God to change the world through MAF, or just 
interested in learning more? Contact me using the information below, 
or visit www.mafc.org and click on volunteer. 

To receive your MAF volunteer application 
package, call me at 1-877-351-9344 or visit online
at www.mafc.org.

In His Service,

 Dick Craig

Dick Craig
Director of Volunteers

MAF Canada

We need...

Commercial
Pilots

Aircraft 
Engineers

If you are an experienced and certified pilot, aircraft engineer, 
avionics technician, teacher, IT specialist, accountant or 

manager, we need to hear from you...

Call us toll-free 1-877-351-9344, visit us at www.mafc.org
to complete a preliminary questionnaire.

Grade School
Teachers


