
ULAANBAATAR, Mongolia – Amongst the new hotels, Buddhist temples, Russian-era
apartment blocks, and rows of mohair-insulated tents, about 4,000 homeless children
wander the streets of Mongolia’s capital city. They escape the winter’s bitter cold by
crowding into narrow underground service corridors near pipes that deliver hot water
heating to the city.

On a warm day last fall, when MAF pilot Craig Borkowski of Winnipeg and his
family were walking across Ulaanbaatar’s Peace Bridge, they came upon two homeless
children at an open manhole. The eldest was only seven or eight years old, and he
carried a two-year-old on his shoulders.

“They were dirty and ragged. Our hearts just sank to see the sight,” says Craig.
His wife Delilah adds: “The baby lost his sock, and as I picked it up and gave it to

him, he gave me a sweet smile. I felt like taking them both home, and giving them a
bath and some warm dinner.” 

Several agencies work with Mongolia’s homeless children, making concerted efforts to
reach them as soon as possible after they arrive on the street because children who areMission Aviation Fellowship of Canada
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In remote areas of the
world, where commercial
planes do not fly, MAF
provides flights for
missionaries, local pastors,
humanitarian aid and
economic development 
– so that all people can have
access to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and the resources to
meet their needs. 

Worldwide, MAF has about
150 aircraft serving 30 nations.

If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell on the far side of
the sea, even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand
shall hold me. Psalm 139: 9-10

continued inside...

Mongolia’s homeless children

Two Boys ... Most Mongolians live in tent-like gers or apartments,
but the Borkowski family met these two boys, at right, who live
under a street.

Since 1989, MAF has transported more than 75,000 passengers and 1.4 million
kilograms of relief and development supplies within the country of Angola.

In addition, more than 4.4 million kilometers have been flown in Angola, 
the equivalent of 6 round trips to the moon!

A new Caravan is required to meet the growing 
needs in Angola.  More than 1/3 of the $1.2 million
needed has already been raised, but your help 
is needed to reach our final goal.

Please consider making a special one-time gift of
$200, $500, even $1,000 or more, towards the
purchase of our new plane.

Use the enclosed card or make your gift online at www.mafc.org/donate.htm.

Introducing
MAF Flight Plan,
a better way to
make your gifts.

Supporting a missionary or providing for
emergency flights with regular gifts from
your chequing account or credit card has
never been easier or more convenient.

Your tax-deductible gifts are automatically
deducted monthly or quarterly from the
credit card or chequing account of your
choice, saving you time and postage.

To receive your free Flight Plan brochure,
include your name and address and call
1.877.351.9344, or email at info@mafc.org.

Now you can change your personal
information, the type and amount of mail you
receive, and even request to be notified of
future MAF events in your area - all from the
comfort of your own computer.

To make changes to your record, simply visit
www.mafc.org/preferences.htm anytime.

If you prefer, changes
can be made to your
record by writing or
calling us toll-free at
1.877.351.9344.

Not a Pilot?
Not a problem.  We need
certified teachers to 
teach English-speaking
kids in MAF program
countries in Eurasia,
Africa, and Latin America.
(Hey, you don’t even have to care that 
much about airplanes for that matter).

Want a Challenge?
Depending on current
needs and your own
qualifications, you might
teach one grade at an
international school, 
many grades at a 1-room
school house, or the kids
of a single MAF family.

Teachers with MAF
fill an important
and critical part of
the MAF team -
often providing the
only educational
solution available
to MAF families
with school-aged
children.

For details, call an
MAF recruiter toll-free:

1-877-351-9344
or visit us online:

www.mafc.org
All prospective applicants must be 
prequalified and provincially certified.

MAF needs
educators to

teach children 
of missionary
families serving
overseas.

teachers in
mission
aviation
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homeless for too long will usually resist help. More often than not, they
escape good care to return to their street life.

MAF ministry in Mongolia began in mid-2000 with the arrival of the
Millennium Messenger, a Grand Caravan specially outfitted in Canada for
cold weather flying. Flights are provided through Blue Sky Aviation, a joint
venture started by MAF and two Mongolian Christians. 

New lower fares
Because there are few roads beyond the capital, BSA has flown Bible

teachers and translators, medical teams, and mission workers into rural areas
hundreds of kilometers from Ulaanbaatar. Late last year, to help encourage
more Christian outreach, BSA decided to reduce its fares for churches and
missions by more than 50 percent. 

“One of the main reasons MAF exists is that no physical or geographical
obstacle should prevent people from receiving the benefits and blessings of
God's love,” explains Craig. “This is very exciting for the church in
Mongolia, and is a big step forward in reaching the people of this vast
country.” 

Alcoholism, domestic violence and divorce are weighty problems in this
nation that was aligned with the Soviet Union from 1921 to 1990. In recent
years, there has also been a disheartening loss of livelihood resulting from
three consecutive harsh winters in which nomadic herders saw millions of
their livestock perish. Herding livestock – goats, camels or sheep – is the
main occupation of Mongolia’s labor force as it moves around the interior.
But now, destitute herding families have set up their tents in the city.

Mongolia’s homeless children...

March 2004 

Harmful customs
Mongolia’s social and economic

problems – plus an array of 
harmful customs – are affecting
families, especially the children and
young adults.

“Parents here will send their
daughters out to become pregnant
because often a man will not marry
unless he knows his future wife can
bear children,” Delilah shares. “Yet
these children who are born out of
wedlock are considered illegitimate. 
If a relative won't accept them, they
will be left in the hospital or on the
streets... It's not always a matter of
the child being a financial burden as
even the wealthy people often do not
seem to value their children.”

Buddhism is Mongolia’s most
prevalent religion, even though it was
harshly suppressed during 70 years of
Communist rule when thousands of
monks were killed and hundreds of
monasteries destroyed. 

About 25 percent of Mongolia’s 2.7
million people continue to adhere to
Buddhism’s many beliefs, rituals and
fears. For example, children cannot be
complimented on their looks because
this is thought to tempt bad spirits to
steal them. Inside or outside of the
herder families’ gers, the traditional
round tents thickly insulated with
animal felt, people must walk
clockwise only. And to ward off
misfortune, stones must be brought to
high places in the countryside.

Open to the Gospel
The best news for Mongolia since

1990 has been the steady growth of
Christianity among young adults who
know that neither Communism nor
Buddhism can help them. The total
number of Christians in Mongolia
has grown from a mere handful to
more than 7,000 today. Churches are
strong and vibrant, with a vision to
reach beyond their own nation into 

the northern areas of China inhabited
by fellow Mongolians.

“It is exciting to see the younger
generation being very open to the
Gospel,” says Delilah. “As Chinggis
(Genghis Khan) conquered so much
of Asia back in the 1200's, the young
Christian Mongolians now feel strong
and have a desire to conquer as
Chinggis did, only for Jesus this time.
Please be praying for them that this
desire could be fulfilled.” 

The Borkowski family recently moved
from Mongolia to Kenya, where Craig
is needed as a Pilatus PC-12 pilot for
MAF flights out of Nairobi. Craig’s
total flight time of more than 7,500
hours includes 4,500 hours flown on
the PC-12, making him one of the
highest-time PC-12 pilots in the world.
Please pray for Craig and Delilah and
their school-aged children Jaclyn and
Curtis as they transition to another
new environment.

Orphaned babies ... Attitudes and harmful customs
leave thousands of children homeless.

BO
RK

OW
SK

I P
HO

TO

Life Link is a quarterly newsletter
published by Mission Aviation Fellowship
of Canada and printed in Canada. 
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MAF Canada is a registered Canadian
charity able to issue receipts for income
tax purposes. Registration Number 
129942561 RR0001

We exist to demonstrate God’s love
through aviation, communications, and
logistics to meet spiritual and physical
needs. Our vision is that all people have
access to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and the resources to meet their needs.

MAF Canada is a charter subscriber to
the Canadian Council of Christian
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NOTES FROM SUPPORTERS 

From J.M., Edmonton, Alberta –
In Chad, MAF played a real part in our
ministry, transporting our missionaries
from place to place. God bless MAF!

From F.M. and I.M., Winnipeg,
Manitoba – In your newsletter (Sept
2003 Life Link), the article on the one
man with one Bible touched our hearts... 

From V.J., Etobicoke, Ontario –
Life Link keeps me informed as to how 
to pray for MAF worldwide.  

From G.D., Port Williams, Nova Scotia –
We are especially concerned about Angola
and its struggle for reconstruction...

From J.F., Athens, Ontario –
As a Christian school teacher, I
appreciated the article on teachers 
(Sept 2003 Life Link)... 

From R.C., Edmonton, Alberta –
From personal experience, I know your
ministry multiplies time, energy,
resources, hope and faith.

From I.L., Codette, Saskatchewan –
I pray for you daily. Often your workers
are mentioned by other missionaries.
That’s encouraging!
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Countryside ... Herding is the main occupation of Mongolia’s labour force. 

Border ... compiled from gift cards, hand painted in Mongolia.

Borkowski family ... Craig and Delilah with
Jaclyn and Curtis in Sukbaatar Square.



LUBANGO, Angola – Signs of positive change are evident in Angola where a
two-year peace is holding after 27 gruesome years of civil war. On the other
hand, people are still dying of hunger in this nation rich with diamonds and
oil reserves.

Among positive signs, you can see new believers meeting under acacia
trees in the countryside, praying for pastors to come and help them learn
more about the Word of God. And in the capital Luanda, a Christian
student organization is expanding its outreach.

But almost two years after the April 2002 peace accord was signed, an
estimated 1.6 million Angolans still need emergency food assistance.*
Tragically, land-mined roads, destroyed bridges and railway tracks
overgrown with trees are hindering humanitarian efforts.

Coming home
War-displaced Angolans have been returning to their home villages, some

crossing back into eastern Angola from bush areas of Zambia and the
Democratic Republic of Congo where they were in hiding for a long time.
It will take time to re-establish Angola’s farms and produce crops for the
hungry.

“People come with nothing, and they find nothing. Families don’t have
blankets or enough clothes, so they dig holes into the ground to try to stay
warm. Many are starving to death,” Jeff Plett, MAF Canada’s chief pilot and
operations manager, reported after a trip to Angola late last year.

Jeff was in Angola to participate in a survey that will help MAF determine
how to provide more assistance to this nation. Others on the survey team
were Angola program manager Gary Toews, pilot Tim Smith, administrator
Cesar Gando, and project manager Jon Lewis. Jon has overseen a worldwide
MAF survey of barriers to Christian outreach, due to be released next year. 

“I feel personally that God has MAF in Angola at a time like this to help
the churches help people,” says Jeff. “With more missionaries coming into
Angola now to work in isolated areas, we are in a position where we can be
a huge help.”

MAF surveys Angola
“We are in a position where we can be a huge help” 

The MAF survey team traveled to such areas as Luena and
Saurimo in the northeast where flight restrictions were in
effect for years during the long battle for the control of
Angola’s diamond fields. 

As part of the survey, the team met with such key leaders
as Pastor José Evaristo Abias and Pastor Octávio Fernando,
respectively president and secretary-general of the Aliança
Evangélica de Angola, an alliance active since 1975.

Others groups interviewed included American Leprosy
Mission, Baptist Mission, Brethren Church, Congregational
Church of Angola, Finnish Lutheran Mission, Igrejas
Evangelica Pentecostal em Angola, Medair, Mennonite
Central Committee, Swiss Mission, United Methodists and
Youth with a Mission.

Window of opportunity 
For 15 years, MAF has had an operating base at Lubango,

670 km (400 miles) south of the capital, to assist Angolan
churches with free or subsidized flights and to provide vital
flights for relief agencies such as the World Food Program
and Médecins Sans Frontières. In that time, MAF families
have weathered periods of active war and broken ceasefires.

Never in this generation’s experience has Angola had such
an enduring peace as in the past two years, and never has the
window of opportunity for ministry been so great. 

MAF has 12 Canadians living at Lubango: Gary (program
manager) and Doreen Toews, Tim (pilot) and Sandra Smith
with their two children, Lonnie (pilot/engineer) and Chris
Wasik with their three children, and newly arrived pilot
Brent Mudde. 

With an engine overhaul completed on C-GWOH (Wings
of Hope), the Caravan that has been based at Lubango since
1989, MAF has launched a fundraising campaign to place a
second aircraft in Angola. To find out how you can help,
please see the back cover of this Life Link. 

*United Nations estimate (Dec 2003 – Jan 2004)

May We Introduce…

Gary and Doreen
Toews have assisted MAF
ministry for 21 years,
serving on the continent
of Africa for most of
those years. Last year,
Gary took on the
responsibility of leading
MAF’s Angola team as
program manager.

Since joining MAF in
1983, Gary has served as
a pilot/engineer in Zaire
(now the Democratic

Republic of Congo), Lesotho and Uganda. Before he arrived in
Angola, he was on secondment from MAF to Prairie Bible
Institute in Alberta, where he directed the aviation program for
three years. 

Gary and Doreen were both raised in Christian homes – Gary
in Guernsey, Saskatchewan, and Doreen in Port Rowan, Ontario
– and both accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour at an early age. They
met while attending Bethany Bible Institute, and married shortly
after Gary’s graduation. 

Over the years, as they lived in 30 different homes, Doreen
was busy with such activities as home schooling their sons Chris
and Mark, providing hospitality, and helping with MAF
finances, office management and flight following. Now that she
is in Angola, Doreen has taken on the challenge of teaching
Advanced English to nine Angolan adults at the local seminary,
while she continues to help with MAF activities as needed. Last
year, for example, she spent many hours at the aircraft hangar in
Lubango, doing an inventory count that involved inputting data
into a maintenance program on the computer.

Chris and Mark have completed Bachelor of Arts degrees in
International Studies and are pursuing overseas ministry
opportunities of their own.

Gary and Doreen Toews appreciate all of the people who have
faithfully supported their ministry through the years. “Without
faithful supporters, we would not be out here,” says Doreen.

If you are not currently supporting MAF on a regular basis, and
are considering how you can get involved, please consider supporting
an MAF missionary or missionary family. While Gary and Doreen
Toews are already fully supported, others mentioned in this issue of
Life Link – including Craig and Delilah Borkowski (Kenya),
Richard and Jennifer Marples (PNG), Matthew and Rhonda
Slaubaugh (Madagascar), and Paul Stover (Central Asia) – are
trying to raise more support. 

To begin supporting an MAF missionary or missionary family,
simply indicate your intention on the response card enclosed with
your Life Link. Your gifts, combined with those of other ministry
partners, help us to provide our missionaries with such needs as
housing, medical care and children’s schooling. Even a monthly gift
of $20 or $25 can go a long way toward providing for these needs.

Toews family ... Gary and Doreen
with sons Mark and Chris.

Gary and Doreen Toews
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Now he can see!
By Doreen Toews, MAF Canada Missionary

MUKWANDO, Angola – His name was
Kafranguengue and he was the chief of
the Omunda Youambo village. He was
blind. Missionaries came to his village
to share the Good News with his
people. They actually came and lived
in his village. But Kafranguengue
wasn’t interested in their God. He had
his own god. 

One day the missionaries asked if he
would like to have an operation on his
eyes; they had a friend who could do
this. Kafranguengue agreed. He was
taken to a larger city to have the
operation. After the surgery,
Kafranguengue could see! He was so
happy. However, after a few days, he
became very quiet. People wondered
why he was no longer rejoicing. 

Kafranguengue responded, “Now
that I can see, I see what the
missionaries have given up to come
and live in our village. They care
enough about us to leave the comforts
of their home to share about Jesus, the
giver of eternal life. I want to follow
this Jesus.” 

Isn’t this a wonderful reminder of
the first missionary, Jesus Christ, who
left the comforts of His heavenly home
so that the world could hear the Good
News! Kafranguengue’s story is a
reminder of why we are here in
Angola. We are here to help spread 
the Good News.

Kafranguengue ... “I see what the missionaries
have given up to come and live in our village.” 

Missionary family ... Inacio and
Idalina Fio, with their children, are
Angolan missionaries who live
among the people at Mukwando
in the Serra da Neve mountains.
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In mountain village ... The MAF team meets with YWAM
missionaries Marcia Azolim, at far left, and Inacio Fio.
Background photo shows landscape vegetation at Mukwando. 

Mapping ... Brethren Church leader Fernando Saihemba, wearing
glasses, shows survey team members the locations near Luena
where his church is working.



Missionary life
What an encouragement it was for

me to have been a partaker in the lives
of some of our Canadian MAF
missionaries for about five weeks last
November and December. My wife Val and I had an
opportunity to visit staff serving on the Island of New Guinea
– in Indonesia’s Papua province and across the border in Papua
New Guinea.

During our visit, it came home to me that our missionaries
are definitely called of God. They are not just visiting these
countries, but living out their lives in this culture with its

smells, sounds, heat, limited amenities
and lack of security. Some have been
there for 10 or 20 years or more. Why
do they do it? It’s all about God!

The lack of infrastructure in these
countries means there is a need for
our aircraft. Mission agencies involved
with church planting, medical work
or education all depend on the
availability of flights. Economic
development also is helped by
aviation. Some communities are
located on high terrain where roads
are virtually non-existent, or where
roads are in dire need of maintenance.

As we flew over dense jungle, we
were informed that there are people living under the canopy
that no one knows about. Even the government can only
estimate how many people live there. One doctor told us child
sacrifices are still practised. Spiritual darkness, with its
superstitions and lifestyles meant to appease their gods, holds
the people in bondage. Disease and poor hygiene limit life
expectancy to about 40 years. It is dark under the canopy. These
people need the light! God loves these people, and wants them
to be set free.

With God’s help, MAF is one of the Christian organizations
freeing people from bondage and bringing new meaning into
their lives. In John 10:10, Jesus says that the thief comes only to
destroy and kill, but Jesus came so that people may have life and
have it in abundance. 

Please pray for MAF and our missionaries working around
the world. In John 15:5, Jesus says “without me, you can do
nothing.” And may God bless you as you continue to uphold
the people and ministry of MAF.

Together with you, in His Service,

Ron Epp
President/Executive Director
Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada

Translators save travel time 
in Madagascar

ANTANANARIVO, Madagascar – Wycliffe Bible
Translators and Campus Crusade have partnered with
churches in Madagascar to translate the Gospel of
Luke into local languages.

An MAF flight took a translator, a pastor and three
missionaries to Ambovombe where they worked with
Tandroy Christians to test a new translation of Luke.
Later, MAF flew the team to Maintirano in the
northwest where the Masikoro translation was tested
to see whether it could also be understood by the
Vezo, Makoa, Bara and Sakalava people of this region. 

The team thanked MAF: “To accomplish the same
amount of work and travel by road, we would have
needed up to 10 days for travel alone.”

Canadian pilot Matthew Slaubaugh, his wife
Rhonda and their three young daughters are due to
begin MAF service in Madagascar soon. They are 
from Red Lake, Ontario.

N’DJAMENA, Chad – Canadian pilot Kalvin Hildebrandt
has been busy providing MAF flights for Médecins Sans
Frontières and other groups assisting 65,000 refugees who
crossed into eastern Chad from Sudan to escape violent
attacks by Sudanese Arab militia. 

“The refugee flying began in September and is still going
strong, if not picking up,” Kalvin reported in late January.
“We actually say no to many requests, because we just can't
keep up... 

“Today, I flew with an MSF group to Tine, on the border
between Sudan and Chad, about a 4-1/2 hour flight. It was
interesting to see that the Chadian government has placed
anti-aircraft weapons near the airstrip... Staff in Tine told me
that even yesterday they heard fighting again on the Sudan
side of the border... 

“MSF said there are many wounded people coming from
Sudan for medical aid, including more civilians. Apparently
just the other day a child arrived (in bad shape)... The child
died... One MSF staff member said he had a hard time
sleeping even though he knew he was safe.”

Sudan’s 20-year civil war has killed two million people,
many through famine and disease. MAF serves the Sudanese
relief effort mainly through flights from Uganda and Kenya,

provided for such agencies
as Across, World Relief and
Medair. Medair was the
organization that had four
aid workers kidnapped by
Sudanese militia and safely
returned in November to MSF
representatives at Tine. 

In Chad, Kalvin has also
been busy flying for Wycliffe Bible Translators and Bibles
International, as well as fact finders for ministries planning
new work among the unreached people. Late last year, he
flew leaders of the 2003 Chad for Christ campaign on three-
and four-day flights into eastern villages. This annual
campaign by the Evangelical Church of Chad proclaims
Jesus Christ during the Christmas season to those who have
not yet heard. 

Kalvin Hildebrandt and his wife Dorilee are from
Abbotsford, BC, and live in N’Djamena, Chad, with their
three young daughters. Kalvin serves as both a pilot and acting
program manager in Chad, where MAF operates two C206
aircraft. 

Paul Stover ... flying right seat in King Air A200.
Below is Paul’s photo of the Bam residents he
saw from the jeep window.

Kalvin Hildebrandt ... in front 
of C206 in Chad.

In Papua New Guinea ...
Ron brings greetings to
the church at Vanimo
where Canadian MAF pilot
Richard Marples, his wife
Jennifer and their three
children attend.
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BAM, Iran – When a devastating
earthquake struck this ancient city,
Canadian MAF pilot Paul Stover
found himself in the right place at the
right time to provide flights into Bam
as first officer on a Beech King Air
A200 aircraft.

Relief workers from 60 countries
helped Iran’s Red Crescent Society
with the emergency response after the
magnitude 6.6 earthquake hit on
December 26. The quake killed more
than 40,000 people, injured 15,000,
and left adobe sand structure buildings
and homes in ruins.

With Daniel Juzi as captain, Paul’s
first flight brought in officials of the
European Commission’s Humanitarian
Aid Office (ECHO). This was the first
agency to fly into Bam with the task of
determining how to facilitate funding
for organizations involved in
reconstruction and rehabilitation. 

“It was a unique
opportunity to get
a firsthand look at
the disaster
situation,” says
Paul, 30, who had
arrived from
Canada only three
weeks earlier to
begin a one-year
term of service with an MAF partner
organization in Central Asia. 

The small airport at Bam has only
one small ramp and its terminal
building was heavily damaged in the
quake. In the midst of frantic activity, 
the King Air was marshaled to park
among ambulances, hovering
helicopters and transport aircraft as
Red Crescent workers ran across the
ramp carrying patients on stretchers.
While parked and awaiting refueling,
the King Air narrowly escaped having

the horizontal stabilizer on its tail
clipped by the rotor of a Russian
transport helicopter.

“I had the opportunity to
accompany our passengers through
Bam to the area that had been turned
into a makeshift headquarters for all
the search-and-rescue teams and aid
workers,” Paul reports. “The total
extent of the damage to the city was
obvious as we drove by piles of rubble
that used to be people’s homes...

MAF flights bring help to refugees in Chad/Sudan

Canadian pilot assists Iran
earthquake relief

“On the way back to
the airport, we drove by
some of the affected
people who had
probably lost their
homes, belongings and
family members... 
I would have liked to
get a better photo, but
after their ordeal,
probably the last thing
they wanted was
another camera shoved
in their face.”

To help out in Central Asia, Paul Stover took a leave
of absence from flying Boeing 737-200 jets out of
Vancouver for Air Canada’s Zip Airline. Born and
raised in London, Ontario, Paul studied at Trinity
Western University in British Columbia, and then flew
for Skyward Aviation in Thompson, Manitoba, and
Canadian Regional in Vancouver before joining Air
Canada in 2000.

Aerial view ... flying over Chad, Africa.




