Help for the homeless

In tsunami-damaged region of Indonesia

On March 28, when another great earthquake measuring
8.7 on the Richter scale struck along the same fault line as the
9.0 quake of December 26, MAF teamed up with Samaritan’s
Purse to provide relief flights for Nias Island off Sumatra, the
population area closest to the new quake’s epicentre.

Working together, the partnership quickly brought five
aircraft, including two helicopters, to Nias. Landslides had
covered roads and bridges, leaving the island interior
inaccessible except by air. The first flights took severely
injured people to hospitals on the mainland. “We were
strategically placed in Aceh, only 1-1/2 hours’ flight from
Nias, and were able to respond quickly and effectively,” said
MAF area manager Wally Wiley.

The December earthquake and resulting tsunami had
already claimed 340 lives on Nias, but the new quake claimed
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hundreds more. About 70 percent of the buildings on the
island were destroyed.

As the reconstruction phase begins in Aceh, MAF is flying
for Samaritan’s Purse and Operation Blessing, both of which
are involved in building houses for tsunami survivors.
Operation Blessing is the international relief arm of the
U.S.-based Christian Broadcasting Network.

Early reconstruction efforts in Aceh have been made
difficult by the hundreds of aftershocks that have kept people
in a constant state of fear. People who previously made their
living from the ocean now fear the ocean.

In the 13 days following the March 28 earthquake,
more than 70 of the 300 recorded aftershocks had a
magnitude ranging from 5.0 to 6.4 — and then on
April 10, a 6.8 earthquake struck the region.

Please pray for western Indonesia and
the opportunities MAF has to bring hope to
people who have never heard of Jesus Christ.

One outcome of the tsunami disaster
and the international response has been
that representatives of Aceh’s separatist
movement and the Indonesian government
agreed to meet for peace talks in Helsinki,
Finland. A resolution of their differences
will help to ensure that humanitarian aid
reaches those who need it.

In the past 27 years, thousands of
people have been killed in Aceh while
demonstrating for more independence for
their oil- and gas-rich province.

Commendation from Transport Canada -

On behalf of Transport Canada, I would like to take this
opportunity to acknowledge and commend Mission Aviation
Fellowship of Canada on its outstanding humanitarian efforts in
providing hope to those throughout the world who have been

The dedication of Mission Aviation
Fellowship of Canada is greatly
appreciated. I wish you all the best in
Sfuture endeavours.

devastated by disasters, often of great magnitude. It is because of

your organization that hope for the future can be provided to those
impacted, through such basics as food, water and shelter as
evidenced in your latest newsletter that highlights relief efforts
Jollowing the tsunami in Indonesia on December 26, 2004. ..

Yours truly,

Michael Stephenson

Regional Director/Civil Aviation
Ontario Region, Transport Canada

LIFE LINK



Help for
the hungry

In Angola’s Chipindo district
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By Doreen Toews

MAF Canada missionary

CHIPINDO, Angola — The first leg of our trip was easy as we
traveled by plane to the city of Huambo. From there, it took six
hours to drive the final 105 km to the village of Chipindo.

A torrential thunder storm had turned the road into a river!

At Chipindo, we were warmly welcomed by ZOA Refugee
Care staff who expressed gratitude to MAF supporters for
financing the purchase of corn flour needed by families in this
district. ZOA is the Netherlands-based Christian agency helping
the local people re-establish their farms.

Early Monday morning, two trucks were loaded for the day’s
food distribution. People from 10 villages would be meeting at a
central location to receive their allotment of “milho,” the corn
flour that is a staple food in Angola. The largest of these villages
had 171 families, the smallest only 21. In total, corn flour for
1,018 families would be required.
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“God ends the wars on earth...

Alerted to news of a devastating crop failure at Chipindo,
Canadian MAF supporters sent in more than $100,000
(converted to $88,495 U.S.) by the end of 2004 to provide
9,000 families with enough corn flour to survive until their next
harvest. Doreen Toews, who lives in Lubango, Angola, traveled

280 km to Chipindo to help with the food distribution.
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Cunha was chosen as the distribution centre so that no one
from the villages would have to walk more than 13 km to receive
food. When we arrived at Cunha, we were welcomed by dancing,
singing and speeches.

I looked around for little Marta, but she was not in this place.
Marta is the nine-year-old gitl who was discovered by relief workers
a few weeks earlier. When they found her, she was close to
starvation and lying under a tree, clutching some leaves and roots
she had tried to eat. (See Life Link Vol. 18 No. 4 — December 2004.)

The food distribution at Cunha proceeded in an orderly
manner. It was interesting to see the differences among the
villages: some people lined up in rows, some sat back until their
names were called, while others crowded in to make sure all
received an equal share.
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Jonathan Epp-...

LUBANGO, Angola — Jonathan Epp (no relation to MAF Canada
president Ron Epp) arrived in Angola last November to serve a
short term as a pilot and aircraft maintenance engineer in the flight
program based at Lubango, a city in the southwestern part of the
country. Due to a staff shortage in the program, he agreed to
extend his term of service beyond his scheduled return date.

Born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, as the eldest of four children,
Jonathan spent his early childhood living year-round at a Bible
camp in Saskatchewan where his father served as the program
director. When Jonathan was nine years old, the family moved into
the nearby town of Blaine Lake, where his father took up the
pastorate of a local church.

Jonathan has been interested in aviation for as long as he can
remember. He was first introduced to mission aviation in Grade 5
when family friends Gary and Kathy Willems left for Indonesia to
serve with MAE (Two years later, when Jonathan was only 12,
Gary died in a Twin Otter accident in Indonesia.)

Tragic loss in PNG

MOUNT HAGEN, Papua New Guinea — Staff, family and friends
around the world mourned the loss of two MAF pilots who died
February 22 when their DHC6 Twin Otter aircraft crashed near
Tabubil in the western PNG highlands. All 10 passengers and the
MAF cabin attendant survived the accident with only minor injuries.

The pilots, both from New Zealand, died instantly. Pilot Chris
Hansen, who was 40 years old, is survived by his wife Janice and
their three children. Pilot Richard West, who was 37, is survived by
his wife Cherie and their two children. Please pray for these families
who have returned to New Zealand.

“It is something of a miracle that the passengers were not
injured. Although there was a great deal of damage to the aircraft,
the passenger compartment was basically intact,” says pilot Richard
Marples of Kingston, Ontario. He has lived in PNG with his wife
Jennifer and their three children since 1998.

Richard had the duty of transporting the bodies of his dead
friends to the MAF-PNG central base at Mount Hagen, where a
memorial service was held. He shares the following:

“As we departed Tabubil with the guys’ bodies on board, we
noticed that the aircraft was surrounded by two complete circular
rainbows, one around the other, something I have never seen
before... We believe this was a sign from God, reminding that He
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After high school, Jonathan attended Providence College in
Manitoba. He graduated in 1996 with a B.A. and a commercial
pilot's licence. The following year, he obtained his flight instructor
rating and began working as an instructor at Harv's Air Service in
Steinbach, Manitoba, where he built 2,500 hours of flight time.
He began training for his aircraft maintenance engineer's licence in
1999, and earned the licence four years later.

Now his skills are being put to good use on the Cessna
Caravan C-GWOH (Wings of Hope), which has flown in Angola
since the MAF Canada operation was first opened there in 1989.

Jonathan was recently involved in a Cessna-mandated inspection
for possible corrosion and cracks in the aircraft. Because Angola did
not have the equipment or personnel needed for such an extensive
inspection, C-GWOH was flown to the MAF base at Dodoma,
Tanzania, where a team of experts could be involved. The team also
installed a standby alternator system as an upgrade for the aircraft.

If you are not currently supporting MAF on a regular
basis, and are considering how you can get involved, please
consider supporting Jonathan Epp or any other MAF
missionary mentioned in this or any other issue of Life Link.
To begin your support, simply indicate your intention on the
response card enclosed with your Life Link.
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MAF pilots ... Richard West, at left, and Chris Hansen

is still in control, and perhaps even an indication of pleasure in the
lives of His two faithful servants.”

At local memorial services, held at landing strips in the
Telefomin area, thousands of Min people expressed their grief by
painting their faces with mud and presenting the grieving families
with handmade gifts. MAF’s flights into more than 300 remote
airstrips in PNG provide a lifeline for isolated communities.

Note: This fatal accident was unrelated to MAF's tsunami relief
work on the Indonesian island of Sumatra, which is almost as far away
from the nation of Papua New Guinea as Vancouver is from Toronto.







