
Transition
On this earth we know that change is inevitable. Today’s

headlines become tomorrow’s nostalgia. Only Jesus Christ
remains the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8). 

Back in April 1998, I accepted a position on Mission Aviation Fellowship of
Canada’s board of directors. A year later, I was asked to fill the position of interim
CEO. After prayerful consideration, it became clear that I, along with my wife Val,
were to commit a few years of our lives to the challenge of bringing administrative
stability to the mission.

With God’s help, this has been accomplished to the best of our ability, and it
is now time for someone else to move MAF Canada forward.

Like many transitions, my decision to step down does not mark an end, but
rather a beginning. Val and I were called for a season, and like all seasons, their
purpose is not to serve themselves, but to usher in the next so the cycle of life
may continue. While it has been an honour and privilege to serve this ministry, I
know my limitations and abilities, and recognize it is time to hand over the reins
to another.

I’ve had the opportunity to travel to MAF bases around the world, and have
seen the critical need for MAF. I’ve also seen that there is so much more that can
be done – so much more that must be done.

For every child we help, dozens still wait. For every person fed, countless
others go hungry. But for every soul found lost and wanting, there is the hope of
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Please pray for our board members as they seek to find the servant that God
has prepared to carry this ministry forward.

Val and I want to thank you for your support of MAF and of us personally
over the last six years. You have been a real source of encouragement. As a
faith-based ministry, I encourage you to continue supporting MAF Canada
through your prayers and finances, and to uphold the new CEO as the ministry
moves forward.

May God bless you. And to Him
be the glory!

Together with you in His service,

Ron Epp
President/Chief Executive Officer
Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada

Notes from supporters

“Thank you so much for
your work on the front lines.”
K.M., Vanscoy, Saskatchewan

“We have long been
interested in MAF because

of many missionaries we know who
have appreciated and used
the service you provide.”
A.F., Wallenstein, Ontario

“Your accomplishments,
motivated by your dedication

to the well-being of the
underprivileged of this world,
are remarkable. Thank you.”

J.M., Repentigny, Quebec

“I was so blessed reading the March
2005 Life Link about tsunami relief

in Indonesia….”
P.B., Abbotsford, British Columbia

“We do appreciate receiving
Life Link. The March issue was

a real encouragement…”
W.H., Carstairs, Alberta
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All special gifts designated in
honour of Ron and Val Epp’s
years of MAF service will be used
to fund emergency and relief
flights wherever they are needed. Ron and Val Epp … returning to Alberta

On behalf of Transport Canada, I would like to take this
opportunity to acknowledge and commend Mission Aviation
Fellowship of Canada on its outstanding humanitarian efforts in
providing hope to those throughout the world who have been
devastated by disasters, often of great magnitude. It is because of
your organization that hope for the future can be provided to those
impacted, through such basics as food, water and shelter as
evidenced in your latest newsletter that highlights relief efforts
following the tsunami in Indonesia on December 26, 2004…

Commendation from Transport Canada –

LIFE LINK

On March 28, when another great earthquake measuring
8.7 on the Richter scale struck along the same fault line as the
9.0 quake of December 26, MAF teamed up with Samaritan’s
Purse to provide relief flights for Nias Island off Sumatra, the
population area closest to the new quake’s epicentre.

Working together, the partnership quickly brought five
aircraft, including two helicopters, to Nias. Landslides had
covered roads and bridges, leaving the island interior
inaccessible except by air. The first flights took severely
injured people to hospitals on the mainland. “We were
strategically placed in Aceh, only 1-1/2 hours’ flight from
Nias, and were able to respond quickly and effectively,” said
MAF area manager Wally Wiley.

The December earthquake and resulting tsunami had
already claimed 340 lives on Nias, but the new quake claimed

hundreds more. About 70 percent of the buildings on the
island were destroyed.

As the reconstruction phase begins in Aceh, MAF is flying
for Samaritan’s Purse and Operation Blessing, both of which
are involved in building houses for tsunami survivors.
Operation Blessing is the international relief arm of the
U.S.-based Christian Broadcasting Network.

Early reconstruction efforts in Aceh have been made
difficult by the hundreds of aftershocks that have kept people
in a constant state of fear. People who previously made their
living from the ocean now fear the ocean.

In the 13 days following the March 28 earthquake,
more than 70 of the 300 recorded aftershocks had a
magnitude ranging from 5.0 to 6.4 – and then on
April 10, a 6.8 earthquake struck the region.

Please pray for western Indonesia and
the opportunities MAF has to bring hope to
people who have never heard of Jesus Christ.

One outcome of the tsunami disaster
and the international response has been
that representatives of Aceh’s separatist
movement and the Indonesian government
agreed to meet for peace talks in Helsinki,
Finland. A resolution of their differences
will help to ensure that humanitarian aid
reaches those who need it.

In the past 27 years, thousands of
people have been killed in Aceh while
demonstrating for more independence for
their oil- and gas-rich province.

The dedication of Mission Aviation
Fellowship of Canada is greatly
appreciated. I wish you all the best in
future endeavours.

Yours truly,
Michael Stephenson
Regional Director/Civil Aviation
Ontario Region, Transport Canada

Help for the homeless
In tsunami-damaged region of Indonesia

…continued from front page

At the Sumatran shore … Supplies arrive in the MAF Amphibian Beaver.
(ALL PHOTOS ON THESE PAGES ARE MAF STAFF PHOTOS)



LIFE LINK June 2005 

By Doreen Toews
MAF Canada missionary
CHIPINDO, Angola – The first leg of our trip was easy as we
traveled by plane to the city of Huambo. From there, it took six
hours to drive the final 105 km to the village of Chipindo.
A torrential thunder storm had turned the road into a river!

At Chipindo, we were warmly welcomed by ZOA Refugee
Care staff who expressed gratitude to MAF supporters for
financing the purchase of corn flour needed by families in this
district. ZOA is the Netherlands-based Christian agency helping
the local people re-establish their farms.

Early Monday morning, two trucks were loaded for the day’s
food distribution. People from 10 villages would be meeting at a
central location to receive their allotment of “milho,” the corn
flour that is a staple food in Angola. The largest of these villages
had 171 families, the smallest only 21. In total, corn flour for
1,018 families would be required.

Cunha was chosen as the distribution centre so that no one
from the villages would have to walk more than 13 km to receive
food. When we arrived at Cunha, we were welcomed by dancing,
singing and speeches.

I looked around for little Marta, but she was not in this place.
Marta is the nine-year-old girl who was discovered by relief workers
a few weeks earlier. When they found her, she was close to
starvation and lying under a tree, clutching some leaves and roots
she had tried to eat. (See Life Link Vol. 18 No. 4 – December 2004.)

The food distribution at Cunha proceeded in an orderly
manner. It was interesting to see the differences among the
villages:  some people lined up in rows, some sat back until their
names were called, while others crowded in to make sure all
received an equal share. Marta … Doreen Toews greets Marta as

her mom adjusts her little daughter’s skirt.
Doreen Toews … with families in
Chipindo district.

New crops … This year’s harvest was
more successful.

“God ends the wars on earth… He says: Be still and know that I am God.” Psalm 46: 9, 10

Each family received 10 kg of corn flour. We realized 10 kg
would not be enough to sustain these families for an entire
month, but at least it would give people some strength to resume
working in their gardens.

On Tuesday morning, trucks were loaded for another day of
food distribution. This time, we headed to a site in Tchitata
region where people from 12 villages had gathered and corn flour
would be needed for 1,767 families.

I was optimistic that this was the day when I would finally
meet Marta because the previous evening, ZOA workers told me
Marta was from Tandala, one of the villages on the list for
receiving food.

Once again we were warmly welcomed by the people when
we arrived at the distribution site. As soon as the formalities were
over, we went to find the people from Marta’s village. Eventually,
we located Marta’s father but he told us that Marta had stayed
behind in the village. We mingled with the people for a few hours
first, and then headed for Tandala.

Tandala was nearly deserted when we arrived, but finally some
children were able to direct us to Marta’s “quintal,” her family’s
plot of land with a house and garden. We were impressed at the
tidy yard, complete with some flowers and a promising garden.

Here we found Marta’s younger sister Justina and several
other children, but still no Marta. It was disappointing to return
to the ZOA compound without having found her.

Because I was scheduled to fly back to Lubango around noon
on Wednesday, I had only a few more hours to find Marta. Once
again, we traveled over the bumpy road to Tandala. We arrived at
her home, but again Marta was not there. It didn’t take long,
however, for word to get around that some “broncos,” or white
people, were looking for Marta. In a short while, she and her
family appeared.

Marta was shy. Poorly dressed and not very healthy-looking,
she stared at me while I spoke with her parents.

Now I was there with her, happy to know she had survived.
Her parents expressed thanks for the food the family had received
through MAF. They also spoke about the progress of the bean and
squash plants in their garden.

Later, as I watched the MAF plane circling over Chipindo,
I experienced a sense of relief that I would be able to fly home to
Lubango in just one hour, instead of having to travel another
eight hours on the road! I was reminded of the many times MAF
has been able to encourage people living in isolated places.

We give thanks that MAF has been able to help make a
difference in peoples’ lives and in this case, by providing
emergency food relief for needy families.

Doreen Toews is married to pilot/engineer Gary Toews,
MAF’s program manager in Angola. She and Gary have served
with MAF since 1983 in Africa and Canada.

Distribution… Families receive corn flour
provided through MAF Canada.(ALL PHOTOS

ON THESE PAGES ARE MAF STAFF PHOTOS)

MAF surpasses 20,000 hours in Angola
Canadian MAF pilots in Angola, Africa, have flown more than 20,000 hours

accident-free to support churches and other agencies assisting the Angolan people.
Three years after the end of the 1975-2002 civil war, Angola remains a nation

where a third of all children die before their fifth birthday, and only four percent of
children receive schooling up to Grade 5. Average life expectancy in Angola has
fallen to 36.8 years (2004 estimate) from 46.5 years in 1997.

In the last two years, hundreds of thousands of people returned to their war-
ravaged towns and villages, but before they could re-establish gardens or other
livelihood, many died of starvation or disease.

Help for
the hungry

In Angola’s Chipindo district

Alerted to news of a devastating crop failure at Chipindo,

Canadian MAF supporters sent in more than $100,000

(converted to $88,495 U.S.) by the end of 2004 to provide

9,000 families with enough corn flour to survive until their next

harvest. Doreen Toews, who lives in Lubango, Angola, traveled

280 km to Chipindo to help with the food distribution.



MOUNT HAGEN, Papua New Guinea – Staff, family and friends
around the world mourned the loss of two MAF pilots who died
February 22 when their DHC6 Twin Otter aircraft crashed near
Tabubil in the western PNG highlands. All 10 passengers and the
MAF cabin attendant survived the accident with only minor injuries.

The pilots, both from New Zealand, died instantly. Pilot Chris
Hansen, who was 40 years old, is survived by his wife Janice and
their three children. Pilot Richard West, who was 37, is survived by
his wife Cherie and their two children. Please pray for these families
who have returned to New Zealand.

“It is something of a miracle that the passengers were not
injured. Although there was a great deal of damage to the aircraft,
the passenger compartment was basically intact,” says pilot Richard
Marples of Kingston, Ontario. He has lived in PNG with his wife
Jennifer and their three children since 1998.

Richard had the duty of transporting the bodies of his dead
friends to the MAF-PNG central base at Mount Hagen, where a
memorial service was held. He shares the following:

“As we departed Tabubil with the guys’ bodies on board, we
noticed that the aircraft was surrounded by two complete circular
rainbows, one around the other, something I have never seen
before… We believe this was a sign from God, reminding that He

is still in control, and perhaps even an indication of pleasure in the
lives of His two faithful servants.”

At local memorial services, held at landing strips in the
Telefomin area, thousands of Min people expressed their grief by
painting their faces with mud and presenting the grieving families
with handmade gifts. MAF’s flights into more than 300 remote
airstrips in PNG provide a lifeline for isolated communities.

Note: This fatal accident was unrelated to MAF’s tsunami relief
work on the Indonesian island of Sumatra, which is almost as far away
from the nation of Papua New Guinea as Vancouver is from Toronto.

MAF pilots … Richard West, at left, and Chris Hansen
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Tragic loss in PNG

May we introduce…
Jonathan Epp

LUBANGO, Angola – Jonathan Epp (no relation to MAF Canada
president Ron Epp) arrived in Angola last November to serve a
short term as a pilot and aircraft maintenance engineer in the flight
program based at Lubango, a city in the southwestern part of the
country. Due to a staff shortage in the program, he agreed to
extend his term of service beyond his scheduled return date.

Born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, as the eldest of four children,
Jonathan spent his early childhood living year-round at a Bible
camp in Saskatchewan where his father served as the program
director. When Jonathan was nine years old, the family moved into
the nearby town of Blaine Lake, where his father took up the
pastorate of a local church.

Jonathan has been interested in aviation for as long as he can
remember. He was first introduced to mission aviation in Grade 5
when family friends Gary and Kathy Willems left for Indonesia to
serve with MAF. (Two years later, when Jonathan was only 12,
Gary died in a Twin Otter accident in Indonesia.)

After high school, Jonathan attended Providence College in
Manitoba. He graduated in 1996 with a B.A. and a commercial
pilot's licence. The following year, he obtained his flight instructor
rating and began working as an instructor at Harv's Air Service in
Steinbach, Manitoba, where he built 2,500 hours of flight time.
He began training for his aircraft maintenance engineer's licence in
1999, and earned the licence four years later.

Now his skills are being put to good use on the Cessna
Caravan C-GWOH (Wings of Hope), which has flown in Angola
since the MAF Canada operation was first opened there in 1989.

Jonathan was recently involved in a Cessna-mandated inspection
for possible corrosion and cracks in the aircraft. Because Angola did
not have the equipment or personnel needed for such an extensive
inspection, C-GWOH was flown to the MAF base at Dodoma,
Tanzania, where a team of experts could be involved. The team also
installed a standby alternator system as an upgrade for the aircraft.

If you are not currently supporting MAF on a regular
basis, and are considering how you can get involved, please
consider supporting Jonathan Epp or any other MAF
missionary mentioned in this or any other issue of Life Link.
To begin your support, simply indicate your intention on the
response card enclosed with your Life Link.

Jonathan Epp … with C-GWOH during maintenance project in Tanzania
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Internet café
MEULABOH, Indonesia – MAF information
technologists were important members of the
international relief effort after the December 2004
tsunamis destroyed coastal areas of western Indonesia,
including most telephone and electrical systems.

While pilots were flying food and medical relief, a
total of 19 staff members worked as part of MAF’s
PACTEC subsidiary to set up VSAT satellite
communications with high-speed internet connectivity
for the use of relief agencies coordinating help for
tsunami survivors.

Dave Hoffman of MAF Ecuador was one of the
first members of the IT team to arrive in Meulaboh.
He survived on fried rice and fended off blood-sucking
leeches as he worked on a drenched soccer field to
construct an "internet café" inside a 20-by-18-foot tent.

As more tents were added, and wooden boardwalks
were laid down above the soggy ground, the site became
a United Nations base camp, complete with kitchen
facilities run by the Swedish Rescue Services Association.

By February 16, Dave noted that a total of 73
laptop computers at Meulaboh were registered for use on
the network. On a typical day at the café, you could hear
French, Italian, Greek, Spanish, Swedish, Norwegian,
Russian or Indonesian, besides English, being spoken.

“We usually have about 50 people coming through
the internet café during the day who use one of our four
laptops. In addition, there are many more people who
bring their own laptop with them, and either plug into
one of the network cables, or use the WiFi hotspot for
wireless access...

"We continue to get rave reviews of the service,
and I can tell it's a valuable communication tool as the
NGOs (non-government organizations) work here,
trying to bring some sort of normalcy back to the lives
of the people in Aceh province,” Dave reported.

On a soccer field … IT specialists set up satellite internet.

Offshore Sumatra …
Map shows three
recent quakes.

Struggle for shelter …
The challenge now is to help fearful
tsunami survivors rebuild homes.

On the coastal road …
Soldiers and tsunami survivors

gather around as boxes of food
are unloaded from MAF’s C206.

Amphibian Caravan … taking over from Beaver GA8 Airvan … damaged in accident on March 8

Amphibian Beaver … returned to Bangladesh Cessna 206 … first to arrive and still serving

*The GA8 Airvan operated by MAF was provided for the tsunami relief
effort by Gippsland Aeronautics Pty Ltd. During the landing attempt,
the left wing tip hit road debris, yawing the aircraft to the left and
causing the right wing to contact the ground. The landing gear was
destroyed as the aircraft slid to a stop.
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60th
anniversary
In 1945, Christian pilots in

Australia, the UK and USA

started MAF to assist needy

people in the world’s most

isolated areas. Today, MAF

Canada and other MAFs

serve as a global partnership

operating 139 aircraft in

30 nations.

Homeless… A boy stands in front of a tsunami-damaged house in western Indonesia. (MAF STAFF PHOTO)

Help for the homeless
MEULABOH, Indonesia – After considering the great need as well as the operational
risks, MAF has decided to continue flights on Sumatra Island in Indonesia through
2005 and 2006 to help survivors of last December’s catastrophic tsunamis.

With the relief effort shifting from emergency response to longer-term
development work, MAF flights now are supporting the organizations involved in
building houses for the homeless.

An Amphibian Caravan has been acquired and refitted for service in the coastal
regions of Aceh province where tsunami waves claimed the lives of 164,000 Indonesians
and left 800,000 homeless.

MAF is committed to staying in Aceh even after losing a GA8 Airvan from Australia
on March 8 in an accident that occurred when the aircraft hit debris while attempting to
land on a road.* Thankfully the pilot and lone passenger were not injured.

continued inside…

In tsunami-damaged region of Indonesia


