
LUBANGO, Angola – Canadian pilot Brent Mudde, 27, arrived in the southwest
African nation of Angola this year, ready for service, after spending most of his life
dreaming about and actively preparing for MAF ministry.

Brent has known about MAF since he was a young child. When his parents were
World Team missionaries in Suriname, South America, he had an opportunity to fly
on MAF planes – and he even helped load them. He loved to look up into the sky to
watch the pilots wave the wings of their aircraft after they dropped off supplies. 

When he was 13 years old, the family returned to Canada, to his mother’s
hometown of Three Hills, Alberta. His father worked as a power plant operator at
Prairie Bible Institute, where he kept the boilers running and also attended to other
mechanical needs.

“In everything Dad did, I got to help,” says Brent, “so my mechanical abilities 
came from him.” Today Brent can fix cars, lawnmowers, household appliances, 
and even computers.
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In remote areas of the world,
where commercial planes do not
fly, MAF provides flights for
missionaries, local pastors,
humanitarian aid and economic
development – so that all people
can have access to the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and the resources to
meet their needs. 

Worldwide, MAF has about 150
aircraft serving 30 nations.

Please remember World
Refugee Day on June 20 –
and pray for the millions of
refugees affected by war,
persecution and exile. “With
your blood, you purchased us
from every kindred, every
language, every people, and
every nation.” Revelation 5:9 

One young pilot’s path into service with MAF...

From Suriname to Angola – via Canada

Newly arrived ... Brent Mudde stands against a panoramic view of Lubango, Angola,
where MAF has a 10-seat aircraft in operation to provide flights to needy areas.

continued inside...
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One month into his studies, Brent had this to say: 
“I have never learned a language with so many rules on
singular, plural, masculine, feminine – and that all these
affect each noun and verb and adjective, and all must
agree in the sentence. It has been tough!” 

At the halfway point, he remarked: “I look forward to
going to class each day and seeing what new rule can be
added to this language!”

Once in Angola, however, he truly appreciated the
months dedicated to study. As he says now, “I am very
thankful for the Portuguese I learned as it makes life so
much easier.” 

While in Portugal, Brent made a point of taking time
to write to the children’s club he had worked with at
Faith Gospel Fellowship in Fort Vermilion.

“Brent is such a gem of a man, with a quiet character
and a quick laugh. The kids just loved him,” says Roger
Matthews, who oversees the children’s club at the
church. Roger and his wife have five children of their
own and serve as missionaries with the Canadian
Sunday School Mission.

Roger recently devoted club time to allow the
children to prepare a large group card to send to Brent
in Angola. “The children wanted Brent to know that
they still love him and care about him.”

Brent’s recent flights in Angola have included
delivering food relief to people trying to survive until
local crops can grow. On one flight, while loading the
MAF Caravan C-GWOH (“Wings of Hope”) in the
town of Mavinga, he was startled by the huge explosion
of a land mine not more than half a kilometre away.
Not until later did he find out this was a deliberate
detonation by a demining crew working in the area.
Angola still has millions of active land mines buried
along roadways and in farm fields.

On another flight to take a group of Angolan pastors
and missionaries into the town of Ganda for a
conference, Brent was able to represent MAF at a local
church service. “Afterward the church sang us a
departure song, and then a group came in a truck and
sang as we loaded the plane to leave,” he shares. The
experience made him thankful to see a small part of the
work God is accomplishing in this nation.

Even though Brent’s work days can be long and
tiring, he never forgets how he gained his first
impressions of MAF ministry as a child: 

“I love to fly the missionary families into their fields
of mission work, especially the ones with children,” he
says, “because I’m reminded of when I was a mission
kid, full of excitement at getting onto the MAF plane.

“I try to treat these kids just like the MAF pilots
treated me in Suriname.”

In 2003, Canadian pilots flying the MAF Caravan C-GWOH
(“Wings of Hope”) provided 594 flights in Angola for

1,697 passengers and 74,339 pounds of cargo.

Brent Mudde’s Steps 
into Service with MAF

2000
July Brent contacts MAF via www.mafc.org

2001
February He completes preliminary questionnaire
May MAF receives his formal application
May - June MAF assessment process

begins,Brent’s references are checked
June - December He continues to build flight hours

2002
January - March Brent builds flight hours
March His MAF flight evaluation takes place 
April Brent travels to Guelph, Ontario, for his

formal interview and MAF orientation
with other overseas candidates 

April - December While still building flight hours, he
officially begins raising prayer and
financial support on behalf of MAF

2003
January - March Brent builds support and flight hours 
March His support level reaches 90 percent 

of the $3,400 per month required for 
a single MAF missionary (families
require $5,700 per month) – half covers
his salary and the other half helps to
meet MAF operational costs overseas

March MAF office in Guelph starts application
process for Brent’s Angolan work visa

April Brent sells unneeded belongings, says
farewell to family and friends in Alberta

May He travels to MAF base in California for
flight standardization

June He travels to Tyndale Bible College in
Toronto for cross-cultural training

July He begins language study in Portugal
December MAF receives his entry visa for Angola
December He returns to Canada for required

renewal of his IFR (instrument) licence

2004
January Brent arrives in Angola
February MAF receives his Angolan work visa

continued from front page

Brent earned his private pilot’s licence while still in high school. To pay for flight
hours and his post-secondary education, he worked full time for eight years at the
local IGA grocery store, starting as a bag boy and rising to assistant manager.

During those years, he also
attended Prairie Bible Institute to
earn an associate of arts degree in
mission aviation, including his
commercial pilot’s licence with IFR
(instrument flight rules) rating.

Brent moved to Fort Vermilion
in northern Alberta in July 2000
for his first flying job with Little
Red Air Services Ltd., a company
owned by the Little Red River Cree
Nation. There, in the reserve areas
of Fox Lake, Jean d’Or and Garden
River, he piloted King Air 100 and
200 aircraft, as well as Cessna
206s, transporting food, mail,
doctors and medivac patients. 

“The gravel strips and muddy
conditions reminded me of the
mission field,” says Brent. “The
experience was a lot like missions.
Without air support, many people
wouldn’t be able to live in those areas.”

As soon as he started with Little Red Air, Brent contacted MAF Canada’s
website at www.mafc.org to let the national office in Guelph, Ontario, know he
was building flight hours in the hope of serving as an MAF missionary pilot. 

By the time he left Canada for Angola, he had worked at Little Red Air
almost three years – and he had accumulated 2,000 flight hours.

During weeks when Brent had time off from scheduled flying, he helped out
with a local children’s Bible program in Fort Vermilion.

In 2003, Brent’s technical preparation for MAF service included a month of
specialized flight training and standardization at the MAF operations centre in
Redlands, California. After a week of ground school and two weeks of flying
near Redlands, his class was ready to try out some challenging airstrips in the
mountain ranges of Idaho. 

“We landed on strips with mountains around them, making it hard to
manoeuvre around to get to the strip. We also landed on very short strips – and
lots of sloped strips, up to 18 percent slope,” says Brent. On their last day in
Idaho, Brent and the other new pilots in his class were treated to a fly-in in
their honour, arranged by the Idaho Friends of MAF.

Afterward, Brent returned to Canada for two weeks of cross-cultural training
at Tyndale Bible College in Toronto. In short order, he had to leave Canada
again to complete five months of language study in Portugal. Portuguese is
Angola’s official language.

Language training proved a challenge for Brent even though he had
experience with learning the Taki Taki language while growing up in Suriname. 

From Suriname to Angola...
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Larger view ... Stepping back from the Caravan, Brent Mudde
photographed this larger view of the mountain airstrip.

MAF Flight
Standardization
By Paul Bergen, Manager of
Flight and Maintenance Training 

REDLANDS, California – God has
called MAF to do His work with
the airplane in places that are
literally at the ends of the earth,
and there is no question that to
do it safely is the best way we can
glorify him in what we do. 

Our four-week pilot course
emphasizes safety and decision-
making. Following one week of
ground school, the training involves
a minimum of 12 days of flying. 

The course culminates with 
a trip to Idaho to fly the
backcountry. Mountainous terrain
in this area offers real experiences
that are as close as you can get to
what we do overseas. The training
includes evaluating if it is safe to
fly in the terrain in different
weather conditions.

The airstrips may have an
approach to landing that hides
the actual airstrip from view until
you turn the corner on short
final. Some of the airstrips are
narrow in the midst of the
mountains and most approaches
are unusual. Add to that the
changing weather and you have a
mix of conditions that makes for
a stretching experience. 

Paul Bergen is a pilot/engineer
from Abbotsford, British Columbia,
and his wife Carol is from Monroe,
Washington. They have served with
MAF for 24 years.

Outreach ... MAF pilot Brent Mudde arrives at an
airstrip that serves missionaries reaching
Angolans in villages around the rim of an ancient
volcanic crater in the Serra da Neve mountains.

Decisions ... Pilots learn how to evaluate
weather conditions as part of MAF flight
standardization. This view looks out from
the MAF hangar at Lubango, Angola.
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Tarps and mosquito nets
“Because all of the tarps in town were quickly being

sold out, MAF purchased tarps in the cities of
Timika, Sentani and Wamena (where MAF has flight
bases), and flew them into Nabire on Cessna Caravan
and 206 aircraft. The Summer Institute of Linguistics
was also involved in flying some supplies with their
aircraft,” Clarence adds. In total, more than 1,000
tarpaulins were given out to families needing shelter. 

Concerned about a malaria outbreak, MAF also
delivered hundreds of donated mosquito nets to
Nabire, where they could be distributed by the
churches to those in need.

Emergency relief was coordinated with local police
and government agencies. MAF flew in members of
the United Nations and UNICEF from Sentani, and
worked alongside such relief organizations as
Médecins Sans Frontières and the Indonesian
Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.

All regularly scheduled MAF flights out of Nabire
were cancelled for a week during the emergency.

Extra water tank
MAF staff families set up an extra water tank and

faucet system from which the local people could come
and fill up their water buckets and pails. As Jeanette
says, “It was a huge blessing to the people around us.
We supplied around 33,000 litres of clean water over
the next couple of weeks.”

She notes that many schools and churches were
damaged beyond repair and will need to be replaced.
“We feel especially sad for the children here. Most
have no school to return to.”

MAF has nine Cessna 206s and four Caravans in
Papua to provide flights for such groups as the
Australian Baptist Missionary Society, Asia Pacific
Christian Mission, Christian and Missionary Alliance,
the Evangelical Alliance Mission, the Lutheran
Church, the Netherlands Reformed Church, New
Tribes Mission, Unevangelized Fields Mission, World
Team, World Vision, and ZGK (Zending
Gereformeerde Kerken).

Togeretz family ... Clarence and Jeanette
with Marla, Jasmine and Doren.

Mosque ... Three people died when
the dome collapsed on this mosque
in Nabire.

Church ... The first earthquake
flattened this tiny Christian church.

Shelter ... Families set up
makeshift homes away from
falling buildings.

Cracked ... The Togeretz girls join up
with the group checking runway cracks
at Nabire airport.

Teacher ... Johanna Wielenga,
MAF teacher at Nabire.

LIFE LINK

MAF assists earthquake relief
Four quakes, hundreds of aftershocks rock Indonesia’s Papua province
NABIRE, Indonesia – MAF flights aided the
international relief effort in February after four
earthquakes in three days shook northern sections of
Indonesia’s Papua province, killing 37 people and
injuring 682 in the town of Nabire. 

Plastic tarpaulins provided scant shelter from sun,
rain and mosquitoes as 2,000 people set up makeshift
homes along streets and in open areas, away from
falling structures. Many will continue to live like this
until they can afford to rebuild their homes.

The epicentre of the first and most deadly quake on
February 6 was located only seven kilometres from
Nabire, where four MAF staff families live, including
teacher Johanna Wielenga and pilot Clarence Togeretz
with his wife Jeanette and their three children.
Johanna is from Coaldale, Alberta. The Togeretzes are
from Burlington, Ontario.

No MAF staff or family members were injured.
There was no structural damage to the MAF houses,
which are built to withstand earthquakes.

According to the U.S. Geological Survey, the
region’s first two earthquakes, measuring 7.0 and 7.3
on the Richter scale, were classified as major. They
were followed by two quakes on February 8, the first 

measuring 5.8 and the second, 6.7. Hundreds of
aftershocks were felt before calm returned. Several
weeks later, on April 5, the same region was shaken
again, this time by 5.3-magnitude earthquake.

Runway cracked at both ends
At the local airport, the first earthquake cracked the

runway at both ends, preventing larger planes from
landing at Nabire to assist the relief effort. Staff
noticed parked aircraft were moved back one full
metre when the land beneath heaved and rolled –
even though the aircraft were chocked, tied with
ropes, and had parking brakes engaged. 

In the town, where 26,000 people live, hundreds of
homes were lost. Main buildings, including the city
hall and the hospital, were badly damaged. Nine
bridges were destroyed.

“MAF coordinated with other aviation companies
to help with medical evacuations and to fly in
donated supplies,” reports Clarence Togeretz, assistant
chief pilot for MAF in Papua province.

Nabire is situated only 3.6 degrees south of the
equator. Prompt action was required to help families
find shelter from the scorching sun, torrential rains
and menacing clouds of mosquitoes.

Papua New Guinea

Indonesia

Sentani

Wamena

Nabire

Timika

Epicentre ... Map shows the epicentre of the first quake. MAF has
bases at Nabire, Timika, Wamena and Sentani.
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The Lord’s Business

W hile many Canadians were outraged to hear that the
insurance industry posted record profits last year at the
expense of increased premiums, I’m sure that anyone

who submitted a legitimate claim during the same period was
happy to know they were covered. Nobody enjoys paying for
things they don’t use – or hope they’ll never need. This is
certainly true of MAF, which has seen an average 30 percent
increase in overseas insurance premiums since Sept. 11, 2001.

But higher insurance premiums are not the only increases
we’ve seen. Since 9/11, our average costs of providing for
missionary housing, travel, medical care, and education of
school-aged children have all experienced double-digit increases.

When well-meaning friends tell me that God owns the cattle
on a thousand hills, I usually respond by saying that while I
believe this to be true, God has also called us to be “His hands
and feet,” and He has commanded us to do and act on His
behalf. Put simply, since God owns the cattle on a thousand
hills, we’re his hired ranch hands. Our job? To roll up our
sleeves, dig in, do His work, and make His will known.

For some, like the growing number of MAF missionaries we
send out from Canada, doing His work means answering the call
to “go.” For others, like the financial supporters who make this
and other ministries possible, it’s providing the resources to “send.” 

We read in 1 Corinthians 3:9 that “we are labourers together
with God.” If we are labourers with God, then God must be
labouring with us too. While we count on God to meet our needs,
we know that He is working with us to accomplish His purposes.

Your continued support of MAF and other ministries,
through your prayers and finances, is absolutely essential to the
impact our missionaries can have on the lives of the people they
serve. Thank you for standing with us – and may you
experience the blessing that comes from giving.

Together with you, in His Service,

Ron Epp
President/Executive Director
Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada

LIFE LINK

May We Introduce…

ANAPOLIS, Brazil – Angolan students Romao Neto,
Misayely Abias and Norberto Isaac have been sponsored by
Canadian MAF supporters since they moved to Brazil four
years ago to continue the Portuguese-language aviation
training they started through MAF in Angola.

Angola was actively engaged in civil war at that time,
but thankfully, peace has been holding well since April
2002. Once the three men have gained enough aviation
experience in Brazil, they plan to return home and link up
with MAF ministry in southern Africa.

“After four years of study, all three have achieved
commendably,” says Neil Bittle, the Canadian MAF
pilot/engineer who has overseen the students’ progress in
Brazil since February 2000.

“While still maintaining their Angolan perspective and
vision to return, they have proven themselves adaptable in
cross-cultural situations and set a good example in the
aviation school.”

Now ready to enter the final phase of their training,
Romao, Misayely and Norberto will soon begin assisting
Christian outreach to people in the isolated rural areas and
smaller towns of Brazil’s drought-prone northeastern region.

In this region, MAF affiliate Asas de Socorro (“Wings of
Help”) is providing flights for Brazilian churches and
missions involved in evangelism, health care, social
development, and leadership training.

Romao Neto 
Aircraft maintenance is 35-year-old Romao Neto’s

chosen field of service. He has completed basic training
and has shown potential as a teacher in technical areas.
Now he plans to begin a one-year apprenticeship in a
maintenance shop licensed for turbine aircraft. Three trips
to Asas de Socorro flight bases in the past year have
increased his confidence
and experience level.

Romao is also a good
public speaker who
spends many weekends
traveling by bus to
churches across Brazil
to share his concerns
for Angola. Any free
time in his busy life has
been filled with Bible
study. Romao has
earned his Bachelor’s
degree in theology
while in Brazil and he
plans to pursue post-
graduate studies.

Romao, Misayely
and Norberto

Romao Neto ... training as an aircraft
mechanic.

Misayely Abias
The two new pilots, 26-year-old Misayely Abias and 31-year-old Norberto Isaac, are cousins

who grew up in a Christian family in southern Angola. Since arriving in Brazil, both have
become married men.

In September 2002, Misayely
married Rebeca, an Argentinian
aeronautical engineer who serves as a
volunteer missionary at Anapolis. Even
before she met Misayely, Rebeca was
considering service in Africa. The two of
them currently are working together in
teen ministry at their church.

In February of this year, Misayely
passed his check ride and obtained his
commercial pilot’s licence with an IFR
(instrument flight rules) rating. He has
also completed his basic maintenance
training and is gaining good experience
in routine maintenance, overhauls and
airframe repairs.

He and Rebeca recently spent time at
the Amazon River flight base in Manaus
where he helped with a Cessna 206 aircraft inspection. Rebeca meanwhile was able to do an
evaluation of the new Manaus maintenance shop and begin preparing the documentation
required for government licensing. Both Misayely and Rebeca occasionally teach technical
subjects at the aviation school in Anapolis.

Norberto Isaac
In December 2002, Norberto married his fiancée Jisela, who came from Angola to join him

in Brazil and begin her training as a nurse. Ten months after the wedding, they were blessed by
the birth of their first child, a daughter they named Naomi.

Norberto has completed flight training to the level of a commercial pilot with IFR, but was
temporarily set back in his licensing when he was not granted the Class One medical certificate
required for a commercial licence. He is appealing this ruling because further tests have revealed

good health and normal blood pressure.
He can continue training while awaiting
the outcome of his appeal.

Like the others, Norberto also has
completed basic training in aircraft
maintenance. He is gaining experience in
engine and airframe maintenance, and
learning the paperwork required for
operations. Short-term visits to the flight
bases for firsthand field experience will be
part of his advanced training.
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We exist to demonstrate God’s love
through aviation, communications, and
logistics to meet spiritual and physical
needs. Our vision is that all people have
access to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and the resources to meet their needs.

MAF Canada is a charter subscriber to
the Canadian Council of Christian
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MISSION AVIATION
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2003 Annual Report

Total Revenue  $2,592,208 (vs
$2,514,136 in 2002)

Total Expenses $2,595,150 (vs
$2,435,845 in 2002)

To receive more detailed financial
results, please write or call us at 

1-877-351-9344 (toll free).

Misayely Abias ... has his commercial
pilot’s licence.

Norberto Isaac ... trained to the level
of a commercial pilot. If you are not currently supporting

MAF on a regular basis and are
considering how you can get involved,
please consider supporting Romao,
Misayely or Norberto as they enter
the final phase of their MAF training.
Call 1-877-351-9344 toll free or send
in the response card enclosed with
your LifeLink.
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